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TO: ELECTORAL REVIEW STEERING GROUP 
           24 JANUARY 2018 
  

 
POLLING DISTRICT AND POLLING PLACE REVIEW 2018 

Director of Resources – Democratic & Registration 

 

1 PURPOSE OF REPORT 

1.1 The review sets out the proposals for changes to Bracknell Forest’s polling districts 
and locations as part of a review carried out as required by the Electoral Registration 
and Administration Act 2013. 

1.2 There is a statutory requirement to undertake a Polling District and Polling Place 
review every five years. Bracknell Forest last conducted a review in November 2014 
and therefore the next compulsory review must be undertaken and completed 
between 1 October 2018 and 31 January 2020. 

 
1.3 As there are no scheduled elections this year, undertaking the work at this time will 

ensure adequate time to do a full and comprehensive review with the added benefit 
of implementing recommendations in advance of the 2019 combined elections. This 
review is prior to and in addition to the next scheduled statutory review period. 

 

2 RECOMMENDATION 

 
2.1 To review the Bracknell Forest Council’s Returning Officer’s recommendations for the 

proposed scheme as set out in Annexe B to this report. 
 

3 REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS 

3.1 To do a full and comprehensive review with the added benefit of implementing 
recommendations in advance of the 2019 combined elections. 

4    ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED 

4.1 All the alternative options considered to update the scheme are set out in Annex B to 
the report. 

5 SUPPORTING INFORMATION 

5.1 The Electoral Registration and Administration Act 2013 introduced changes to the 
timing of the compulsory reviews of UK Parliamentary polling districts and polling 
places.  The requirement now provides that a local authority must carry out and 
complete a review of polling districts and polling places within 16 months of 
1 October 2013 and every five years thereafter. 

5.2 The Council is responsible for designating Polling Districts and Polling Places whilst 
the Returning Officer is responsible for decisions on Polling Stations. 

5.3 Although Polling Districts and Polling Places for local government elections are not 
automatically part of the review the Electoral Commission recommend that a review 
of local government polling arrangements is conducted simultaneously. 
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5.4 The review is not a review of electoral areas, only the polling districts and the polling 
places.  There is no requirement to change any existing arrangements.  However, 
any change or decision to make no change must be supported by a reason.  All 
decisions must be consulted upon, measured and practical.  The whole process 
should be as transparent and open as possible to avoid potential conflict. 

5.5 Annexe C shows number of electors and properties for each of the polling districts as 
at 1 December 2017, including postal voters. 

5.6 An analysis of the trajectory of the projected net completion of properties over the 
next three years was done recently and using this information; the projected 
electorate was calculated, based on 1.78 per household (current 
household/electorate ratio).   

5.7 Annexe D shows the number of new properties forecast for each ward between 
2017-2019 and 2017-2023. 

5.8 It is council policy to only use schools as polling places where there is no suitable 
alternative. At present this is the case in three polling districts where schools have 
been designated as polling places: 

 College Town (SO Polling District) 
 Wildridings (BW) 
 Woodenhill (BJ) 

 
 In addition Oaklands Junior School covers the two polling districts of 

XWB and FCB which are in Wokingham Borough Council but fall into 
the Bracknell Parliamentary constituency.  

 

5.9 The head teachers for the three Bracknell Forest schools have been invited to make 
submissions to the Steering Group and the Steering Group are invited to specifically 
consider these polling places. 

5.10 There are two polling districts where the polling station used is outside the polling 
district.  These areas are the CS polling district for the parish ward of Crowthorne 
South; the polling district of WN in the parish ward of Warfield Park. 

5.11 Each polling station venue has been assessed.  Comments on suitability have also 
been taken from polling staff, polling station inspectors and political parties.   

 KEY ISSUES FOR CONSIDERATION 

5.12 No polling station should have more than 2500 electors (excluding postal voters) 
assigned to it.  

5.13 Polling district boundaries should be kept as close as possible to existing boundaries 
to provide a level of consistency for the voter. 

 

5.14 All suitable existing polling stations used for the 2017 election should be retained 

where possible. 

5.15 Since the last review, in addition to new developments being constructed, there have 
been a number of commercial premises converted to provide residential 
accommodation. 
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5.16 Bracknell Forest currently has 33 polling districts with a significant variation in 
electorate size.  As at the register published on 1 December 2017 the polling district 
BA (Binfield) had the largest electorate at 4,665 with polling district WN (Warfield 
Park North) with the fewest at 324. 

5.17 The projected electorate for each ward at 2020 are projected to 2023 can be found in 
Annexe D. The table below sets out the four Wards that have the greatest increase in 
the number of new electors: 

 

Ward Number of 
electors in 
2017 

Total Number of 
projected new 
electors 2020 

Total Number of 
projected new 
electors 2023 

Binfield with Warfield 
7368 9531 12213 

Bullbrook 
4571 5053 5260 

Crowthorne 
4179 4179 5760 

Great Hollands North 
5600 5867 5867 

Wildridings and Central 
3817 4867 5172 

 

5.18 Polling districts need to contain suitable premises to be used as a polling place at an 
election time. Suitability is assessed on a number of criteria including availability, 
cost, voter convenience, accessibility and suitable working environment. 

6 ADDITIONAL MATTERS CONSIDERED 

6.1 Physical barriers that divide a ward (such as railway lines, large open spaces and 
main roads) can act as a barrier to voters in some cases. 

6.2 Polling stations should not have less than 1,000 electors registered to vote at them 
as this delivers poor value for money (cost per voter and staffing ratios). 

6.3 The disposal or changes to buildings used as polling places which may mean that 
they cease to be available as polling stations. 

6.4 To ensure (where possible) continuity for voters in where they go to vote. 

6.5 Transportation links to polling places (bus routes etc). 

6.6 Turnout at previous elections. 

6.7 The disruption to other users of proposed venues (e.g. schools that may close on 
election day etc).  

7 ADVICE RECEIVED FROM STATUTORY AND OTHER OFFICERS 

Borough Solicitor 
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7.1 The relevant legal implications are addressed within the main body of the report. 

Borough Treasurer 

7.2 The establishment of additional Polling Stations will involve costs for staffing and hire 
of accommodation.  

7.3 Any increased costs at the time of an election would be realised by the body 
responsible for paying for the particular election. 

Equalities Impact Assessment 

7.4 Equalities Impact Assessment is integrated within the review of each proposal to the 
scheme. 

 
7.5 Polling Stations are regularly reviewed to ensure maximum accessibility and various 

methods of voting are promoted to enable access for all. Polling equipment and 
facilities are available in every Station to assist voters with disabilities. 

 

Strategic Risk Management Issues  

7.6 Failure to complete the review would result in the Council being in breach of its 
statutory duty. 

Other Officers 

8 CONSULTATION 

 Principal Groups Consulted 

8.1 Initial proposals were drawn up by Electoral Services on behalf of the Returning 
Officer, published and circulated to interested parties on 11 September 2017. 

8.2 Bracknell Forest’s online consultation portal, e-mail to all stakeholders including 
elected members, candidates, agents, head teachers, parish and election staff. 

 Method of Consultation 

8.3 Newsletter and e-mails sent to all local charities and voluntary groups in the borough 
via Involve, a local charity that supports local charities and community groups.  

 Representations Received  

8.4 A total of 27 representations were received concerning 13 polling locations.  These 
are shown in Annexe A. 

Background Papers 
 None: 
 
Contact for further information 
Emma Young, Elections and Registration – (01344 352269) 
Emma.Young@bracknell-forest.gov.uk 
 

mailto:Emma.Young@bracknell-forest.gov.uk

